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OVERVIEW

For over 150 years, Cushing Academy has transformed students as scholars, athletes, artists, and 
individuals who are endlessly curious and actively engaged in discovering new talents and interests. 
Just one hour west of Boston, Cushing is a co-ed, college preparatory boarding and day school for 
students in grades 9-12 and Postgraduate. A blend of rigorous academics, spectacular arts offerings, 
competitive athletics, and a welcoming community make Cushing an extraordinary place. 

Through a combination of foundational courses and innovative, targeted programming, Cushing creates 
a learning experience that is transformative for every student at every level. Dedicated teachers help 
students recognize their strengths, build vital connections among academic disciplines, and prepare 
for success at college and beyond. Further, the school’s mission and values reach far beyond the 
classroom to support each student in becoming their most fully developed self, educating the heart as 
much as the mind.

Cushing Academy seeks a full-time Director of Student Affairs starting July 1, 2022. The Director of 
Student Affairs is involved in all aspects of the Student Affair’s Office in helping to shape the student 
experience and the student culture at Cushing Academy. This position provides leadership to the Office 
of Student Affairs, dorm heads and the residential life program, the advisory program, community 
weekends, the Health Center and Counseling Office and oversees all areas pertaining to the daily health 
and well-being of students during their attendance at the Academy. The Director of Student Affairs 
develops and implements programming that supports the needs of our diverse student population.

Mission
Cushing Academy exists for students and develops curious, creative, and confident 
learners and leaders.
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Vision
Cushing Academy is recognized as a unique educational setting whose faculty, staff, 
and facilities exist to nurture the optimal growth of students with a range of talents, 
abilities, and interests in a supportive, diverse, and community-oriented environment 
that promotes and values intellectual challenge, the arts, athletics, and cultural 
competence.



SCHOOL HISTORY

Cushing Academy was founded in 1865 by Thomas Parkman Cushing, a Boston merchant. Upon his 
death, Mr. Cushing bequeathed money to establish Cushing Academy. Mr. Cushing was most detailed 
with his plans for the school, be it plans for a “suitable library,” “ample grounds for the exercise and 
recreation of the pupils of each school,” or careful consideration in terms of the teaching that would 
occur within the school’s walls. Following a provision from his will, the money accumulated for 10 years 
before the board of trustees applied for a charter. On May 15, 1865, the Great and General Court of 
Massachusetts granted a charter, and Cushing Academy opened in 1875 on land formerly known as 
Bancroft Farm. Cushing opened in September 1875 with a coeducational student body and was the 
first coeducational boarding school in the United States.

Today, Cushing Academy is still going strong. In 2015, Cushing Academy commemorated its 
sesquicentennial anniversary with on-campus celebrations, speakers, and special projects. After 150 
years of wonderful growth and development on campus and within the institution, Thomas Parkman 
Cushing’s vision remains vibrant and clear.

THE SCHOOL

The first words of Cushing Academy’s mission statement state, “Cushing Academy exists for students,” 
and this is the daily focus of life at the school. This goal of putting every student as the primary focus 
sets the tone for all that occurs on its beautiful campus. Unique to Cushing, this phrase is a constant 
reminder to reinforce its singular focus to support student learning and growth.
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Fast Facts

Founded: 1865

Total enrollment: 390

Boarding students: 91%

Student/teacher ratio: 7:1

Average class size: 12



The student body at Cushing is diverse with students coming 
from over 18 states and 15 countries. As part of its Core 
Values, Cushing believes that seeking to understand others, 
as well as respecting and valuing differences, is essential 
for a judicious, meaningful, and fulfilling life. To that end, the 
school strives to instill within each student a sense of social 
responsibility, moral courage, gratitude, integrity, and humility, 
modeled by trusted mentors and peers. This philosophy paves 
the way for becoming an active and contributing member of 
one’s school, community, society, and the world at large.

Faculty and staff are supportive, intelligent, dedicated, 
accessible, well-prepared, and responsive. Ask Cushing 
students to describe their teachers, and these are the 
adjectives repeated again and again. Because faculty 
members teach, coach, advise, and live in the dormitories, 
they develop nurturing relationships with students that extend 
far beyond the classroom.

ACADEMICS

A Cushing education begins and ends with inquiry. Through 
authentic and complex questions developed by both students and 
teachers, students gain a sense of purpose and agency in their 
own learning. Cushing’s forward-thinking college preparatory 
program is designed to ensure that students are comfortable in 
environments that evolve and that they are equipped with the 
skills, knowledge, and habits of mind to develop into curious, 
creative, and confident learners and leaders. 
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The following is a selection of 
colleges and universities to which 
members of the Class of 2021 will 
matriculate:

American University
Babson College
Boston University
Clarkson University
Cornell University
Emory University
Endicott College
Harvard College
Lehigh University
Marist College
Merrimack College
Middlebury College
Northeastern University
Post University
Quinnipiac University
Rhode Island College
Rice University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Saint Anselm College
Salve Regina University
Skidmore College
Southern Utah University
Stonehill College
Syracuse University
The New School
Tufts University
Union College
University of Alabama
University of Buffalo
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Diego
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Denver
University of Massachusetts, Lowell
University of New Hampshire
University of Southern Maine
University of Vermont
University of Washington 
Whitman College
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

College Matriculation  



The academic curriculum at Cushing is challenging, varied, and stimulating. It provides students with a 
diverse selection of traditional and innovative offerings. Core classes are offered in English, classical 
and modern languages, history, mathematics, and science, in addition to a wide selection of visual 
and performing arts courses. For students looking for a deeper exploration of a particular subject or 
focus, an array of one-semester seminars is also offered by many departments. Cushing also provides 
opportunities for students to enroll in honors and Advanced Placement courses and to pursue personal 
interests through independent study.

The Cushing community as a whole recognizes the individual styles and needs of each student and 
offers various programs to support a variety of learners. The English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Program prepares Cushing’s non-native speakers of English for equal participation with domestic 
students in all school activities, and Cushing’s Academic Support Program offers a highly personalized 
academic atmosphere, designed to meet the needs of students with learning differences.

A four-year College Counseling Program walks students through every aspect of the college process—
from evaluating schools, to thinking about careers, and deciding which colleges might be the best fit. 
Typically, all graduating seniors go to college, and most have several from which to choose.
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THE ARTS

At Cushing Academy, students are encouraged to discover and explore their artistic interests as a way 
to round out their education and enhance their personal development. To support extensive programs 
in both visual and performing arts, Cushing offers dedicated facilities, a superb arts faculty, and the 
flexibility to accommodate students at every level. 

Cushing is home to one of the most highly respected visual arts programs in secondary education, 
offering college-level instruction with leading-edge equipment and exquisite studio spaces. Able to 
select from 16 visual arts courses, students learn first-hand from talented faculty members and guest 
artists, while extending their studies through travel and off-campus experiences. Many students exhibit 
their work locally and as opportunities arise elsewhere.

The Performing Arts program at Cushing offers a wide range of opportunities to explore and express 
creativity, offering a variety of academic classes in drama, music, dance, and film, which are further 
supplemented by a multitude of private lessons and afternoon workshops. Students are able to showcase 
their talents and perform in recitals and high-quality productions.

For Cushing’s visual artists, the Emily Fisher Landau Center for Visual Arts offers state-of-the-art 
arts spaces and equipment, including studios for pottery and sculpture, art, silversmithing, glass, 
and photography with a lab and a group darkroom. The Joseph R. Curry Academic Center features 
dedicated rehearsal spaces, a dance studio, individual practice rooms, and a theater studio.
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ATHLETICS

Cushing has a long tradition of excellence in athletics, offering superb facilities and coaching at every 
level. The Penguins have a history of being formidable student-athletes, regularly triumphing as part 
of the New England Prep School Athletic Council. Cushing has also received the National Athletic 
Trainers’ Association Safe Sports School Award, emphasizing the importance of health and safety 
for its athletes. However, what’s most important is broad participation in athletics by all students at all 
levels to promote physical activity and build life skills through sports.

Dedicated coaches (most of whom are full-time faculty members) are passionate about encouraging 
students to discover new athletic talents. They help individuals and teams achieve success and work 
with students to develop leadership skills in a supportive environment.

Cushing fields 14 sports with 34 teams, offering varsity and JV teams that face prep-school competition 
throughout New England. Students are also able to compete at the recreational and intramural levels. 
Sports include cross country, field hockey, soccer, volleyball, basketball, ice hockey, skiing, baseball, 
golf, lacrosse, softball, tennis, and track and field. In the past 17 years, Cushing teams have won 25 
championships in six sports.

The Watkins Field House—a 30,000 square foot, state-of-the-art athletic center—was built in 2016 and 
echoes the design of the school’s historic Main Building and other nearby buildings. The gymnasium 
space includes one college regulation court that runs the length of the building and two high school 
regulation courts. The Watkins Field House also has a 3,000-square-foot fitness center and space for 
weight and strength training, as well as group exercise. The facility includes locker rooms for faculty, 
officials, visiting teams, and home teams.
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STUDENT LIFE

At the heart of the Academy is a close-knit, residential community. Cushing’s campus is abuzz with 
activity from dawn until dusk. The residential life program promotes the health, safety, and educational 
advancement of the community by creating an environment that educates the mind, shapes the 
character, nurtures creativity, and fosters the well-being of each student. Cushing students thrive as 
members within this exciting and supportive community.

Cushing students participate in a variety of student-driven clubs and organizations, such as Film Club, 
Model United Nations, Black Student Union, Kindness Club, Peer Tutoring, and Sea-No-Plastic Club. 
In addition to a wide variety of clubs and organizations, the school offers countless opportunities for 
students to socialize, including in the Student Center and through weekend on- and off-campus activities 
such as dances, pizza parties, trips to Boston, or professional sporting events. Community gatherings 
such as weekly Friday assemblies, community lunch on Tuesdays, formal dinners on Mondays, and 
dorm meetings for boarding students, create a sense of family and belonging.

CAMPUS

In addition to classroom buildings and dormitories, Cushing’s 162-acre campus features impressive 
arts and athletics facilities.

For Cushing’s artists, the Emily Fisher Landau Center for Visual Arts offers state-of-the-art arts spaces 
and equipment, including studios for pottery and sculpture, art, silversmithing, glass, and photography 
with a lab and a group darkroom. The Joseph R. Curry Academic Center features dedicated rehearsal 
spaces, a dance studio, individual practice rooms, and a theater studio.
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The Watkins Field House—a 30,000 square foot, state-of-the-art athletic center—was built in 2016 and 
echoes the design of the school’s historic Main Building and other nearby buildings. The gymnasium 
space includes one college regulation court that runs the length of the building and two high school 
regulation courts. The Watkins Field House also has a 3,000-square-foot fitness center and space for 
weight and strength training, as well as group exercise. The facility includes locker rooms for faculty, 
officials, visiting teams, and boys’ and girls’ home teams.

ASHBURNHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

Ashburnham is a town in Worcester County with a population of around 6,100 people. Scenic and 
tranquil, Ashburnham has two distinct topographical areas, hilly to the east and relatively flat high 
ground to the west. To the east, Mount Watatic and Little Watatic Mountain rise in the northeastern part 
of town, with Jewell Hill to the southeast and Blood Hill rising just over the town line. In the western part 
of town are several lakes, including Lake Wampanoag, Sunset Lake, Lake Watatic, Wallace Pond, and 
the Upper and Lower Naukeag Lakes, all of which offer outdoor enthusiasts opportunities to enjoy the 
area’s resources.

The town is nearly 30 miles north of Worcester and 50 miles northwest of Boston and borders New 
Hampshire. Worcester is New England’s second-largest city with a population around 181,000. Known 
as the “Heart of the Commonwealth,” it is home to nine institutes of higher education including College 
of the Holy Cross, Clark University, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute. It is also evolving into a diverse 
research, manufacturing, and technology center, featuring a significant health care presence (including 
the University of Massachusetts Medical School) and a large biotechnology research park. With over 
1,200 acres of parkland across the city, stellar restaurants, art museums and galleries, and festivals 
year-round, Worcester enjoys a population as diverse as its recreational opportunities and is now home 
to the AAA Baseball Red Sox affiliate minor league baseball team.
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Boston is the capital and most populous city in Massachusetts. Known for its history, Fenway Park, The 
Boston Marathon, and its many colleges and universities, Boston is a city that is consistently ranked 
at the top of “best of” lists. With its diverse neighborhoods, cultural attractions, culinary scene, and a 
legacy of arts, Boston is a world-class city.

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 

The next Director of Student Affairs will be responsible for the following:

• Lead, develop, and manage the Office of Student Affairs
• Oversee the Residential Life Program, working closely with the Associate Director of Student 

Affairs, Dorm Heads, Counseling Office, Health Center, and student proctors to promote a healthy 
and engaging residential experience for Cushing students

• Partner with the Associate Director of Student Affairs, Director of Inclusion and Community Life, 
Academic Office, Director of Student Activities, Health Center, Director of Counseling and other key 
constituencies to create and implement student programming 

• Lead, coordinate, develop, and assess Cushing’s On Campus Weekend Programming with the 
Associate Director of Student Affairs

• Lead, develop and implement all student leadership programs
• Help to Develop and implement faculty orientation, and new student orientation with various 

stakeholders
• Lead, develop, implement, and manage the Advising System
• Oversee, develop, assess, and coordinate a slate of dynamic weekend activities over the course of 

the year in coordination with the Director of Student Activities
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• Research trends and convey necessary information, training, and professional development to 
faculty

• Conduct disciplinary meetings for violations of major policies and follow the Academy’s processes, 
communicating effectively with students, parents, administrators, and faculty during the discipline 
process

• Maintain records of student attendance, citizenship, and conduct
• Review and evaluate effectiveness of disciplinary processes, and coordinate with the Head of 

School on revisions to the system
• Oversee all Administrators on Duty, including residential life protocols and procedures
• Oversee and develop all student clubs and events
• Manage and maintain REACH Boarding system
• Maintain and supervise budgets of the Office of Student Affairs and reporting departments
• Organize, create, and manage various student activities, including class activities, on-campus 

community weekends, student orientation, and community lunches
• Partner with Head of School and Director of Academic Affairs to coordinate residential life assignments 
• Partner with the Director of Inclusion and Community Life as part of the school’s ongoing work on 

Inclusion and Belonging initiatives
• Attend Senior Administration and Academic/Student Life Team meetings, Retention/Student 

Experience Committee Meetings, and other meetings as necessary
• Teach one or two classes and serve as an Administrator on Duty
• Other duties as assigned 
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DESIRED QUALITIES AND QUALIFICATIONS

• Strong interpersonal communication, analytical, and organizational skills 
• Ability to work independently and as part of a high-performing team with exceptional initiative and 

judgment
• Ability to handle multiple projects simultaneously and to prioritize tasks as needed
• Ability to handle sensitive and confidential matters with appropriate discretion  
• Ability to envision programs that help drive the student culture of the Academy, while assessing their 

current strengths and weaknesses, and determine direction for meeting the Academy’s mission and 
vision

• Strong initiative to create events/programs that serve the Academy’s student population
• Willingness and ability to work flexible schedule, including evenings, select weekends, and emergencies

TO APPLY

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one email and as separate documents 
(preferably PDFs) the following materials:

• A cover letter expressing their interest in this particular position;
• A current résumé;
• A list of five professional references with name, phone number, and email address of each (references 

will not be contacted without the candidate’s permission) to:

Rice Bryan
Search Consultant
rice.bryan@carneysandoe.com

Lawrence Alexander
Search Consultant
lawrence.alexander@carneysandoe.com
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