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OVERVIEW

Dallas International School is the only internationally accredited independent school in Dallas to offer 
a French-English education for students in pre-school through grade 12. DIS students grow in a global 
environment and challenge themselves, explore their creativity, and increase their confidence and 
metacognitive skills as they learn in two or more languages.

Dallas International School seeks an inspirational and devoted leader as its next Head of School to lead 
and collaborate with a multicultural, multilingual, and diverse socio-economic community and Board of 
Directors.

SCHOOL HISTORY

Dallas International School was founded in 1991 to address the needs of French employees being 
relocated to the Dallas area through foreign-based corporations. Over time, American families in the 
Dallas area became interested in the bilingual education offered at DIS, and enrollment increased. 
Currently, 25% of families include one or more French national parents.  The balance of families are 
American or citizens of other countries. 

Spanish and Chinese language instruction was added to the curriculum by 2006, and the school was 
authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization in 2007 to offer the IB Diploma Program. 
DIS now enjoys an educational partnership with the University of Texas at Dallas whereby high school 
students use university facilities, enroll in dual credit college classes, and apply for DIS-UT Dallas 
scholarships. A new secondary campus opened its doors in January 2012 to accommodate the growing 
upper school at a location adjacent to the University of Texas-Dallas.

Mission
Dallas International School educates students of all backgrounds to contribute to 
a dynamic world with its internationally renowned curriculum, multiple language 
instruction, and exposure to diverse cultural views. 
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THE SCHOOL

Dallas International School has a distinctive historical identity combining a rigorous education program 
with an emphasis on French and other languages. With French and English at the center of the DIS 
education, additional offerings in Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, and German help students develop a 
genuinely international perspective. 

A DIS education develops students who are academically ambitious, socially responsible, and 
internationally minded. Dallas International School is an incredibly diverse community of students, 
families, and teachers coming from all corners of the world. Through the curriculum and range of extra-
curricular activities, students are expected to acquire fluency in at least two languages, a comprehension 
of global issues, and a personal interest in and ability to engage with other cultures. Respect for other 
people and cultures, development of a critical and analytical mind, and respect for jointly approved 
rules and fundamental social values are all integral parts of the teaching at Dallas International School.   

A member of the Independent Schools Association of the Southwest, DIS is the only institution in North 
Texas to offer both the curriculum of France’s Ministry of Education and the IB Diploma.

ACADEMICS

Dallas International School follows the French national academic curriculum, which prepares students 
to continue their studies at any school in the world that offers the French national curriculum, and 
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills guidelines in primary and middle schools. In high school, 
students choose one of two baccalaureate programs – the French Baccalaureate or the International 
Baccalaureate – for their final two years. Both programs are rigorous, worldwide pre-university courses 
that meet the needs of highly motivated high school students.
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At a Glance
Founded: 1991

Total students: 530

Students of color: 23%

Students speaking 3 or 4 languages fluently: 75%

Percentage of families who are French nationals: 

18%

Total faculty: 84

Faculty of color: 28%

Faculty with advanced degrees: 79%

Student/teacher ratio: 8:1

Financial aid budget: $500,000

Students receiving aid: 13%



Pre-School (Pre-K-Kindergarten)
DIS Maternelle (Pre-School / Early Childhood) offers a unique bilingual program in French and English. 
Maternelle children acquire rich, well-structured oral language which is clearly understood by others. 
As a result, upon entering Elementary school, DIS students are understanding and communicating in 
French and English. 

Teachers nurture the linguistic and social emotional development of each child in a differentiated, 
hands-on, child centered learning environment. Maternelle students learn while building relationships 
with adults and peers. They explore concepts of oral language, early reading and writing, mathematics, 
gross and fine motor skills, art, and cultural exploration. 

Lower School (Grades 1-4)
Through its primary school program, DIS provides excellent instruction, in an environment where safety, 
respect, accountability, support, and excellence are highly evident. The DIS learning model includes 
age-appropriate common core subjects with instruction in both English and French. Teachers provide 
instruction that allows students to progress in their development of their understanding of languages 
and build their foundational knowledge of math, science, social studies, and reading.
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Upper School (Grades 5-12)
The DIS Upper School includes both middle and high 
school grades. During the middle school years, Dallas 
International School students explore a rigorous 
program with a team of highly qualified instructors. 
Students cultivate new interests, develop their talents, 
engage in subject matter through experiential learning, 
and interact with dynamic discussions that challenge 
students to demonstrate their depth of knowledge.

In high school, DIS fosters a flourishing community 
of global citizens who are inquisitive, active, 
compassionate, lifelong learners, and who contribute 
to a more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. DIS offers two different 
curricular tracks: the French Baccalaureate track and 
the International Baccalaureate track. 

Dallas International School students can select the 
Pre-IB Diploma Preparatory Program in their 9th 
and 10th grade years, leading to the full IB Diploma 
concentration in the 11th and 12th grades. DIS 
offers Pre-IB bilingual options for French, Mandarin, 
Spanish, and German. The 9th Pre-IB and 10th Pre-IB 
bilingual track at DIS is designed to prepare students 
for the more specialized and rigorous requirements 
of the International Baccalaureate Bilingual Diploma 
program. DIS is the only private school in the Dallas 
area to offer a fully-funded international exchange 
program for each student during their 10th grade year 
in conjunction with the requirements of the French 
Baccalaureate Program and the Advanced Bilingual 
IB Diploma program.
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College Acceptances
Students from the Class of 2021 
were accepted to the following 
institutions, among others:  

American University in Paris
Baylor University  
Boston College 
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Colgate University 
College of William and Mary 
Dartmouth College 
Duke University 
Georgetown University 
Haverford College
Indiana University
INSA - Engineering Schools, Lyon
Johns Hopkins University
Kenyon College
L’Universite de Montreal
MIT 
Polytechnique Montréal
Pomona College 
Reed College  
Rice University 
Southern Methodist University 
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University
Texas A&M University
Trinity College Dublin
United States - Air Force Academy, 

Coast Guard Academy, West 
Point Military Academy, and 
Naval Academy

University of California - Berkeley, 
Irvine, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Santa Barbara 

University of Colorado - Boulder 
University of Michigan 
University of North Carolina – 

Chapel Hill
University of Southern California 
University of Texas – Austin, Dallas, 

San Antonio
University of Toronto
University of Warwick
Washington University of St. Louis

See the full list.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1635178923/dallasinternationalschoolorg/uqsj2al0rj4wlfkdoib8/DISSchoolProfile2021-22.pdf


ARTS

The DIS Arts department is committed to enriching the school experience for all members of the DIS 
community. By working closely with the other departments, the Arts department offers an integrated arts 
experience, especially in regards to STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics). 
Studio projects in 5th grade through middle school are designed to support the understanding of the 
various movements in Art History. Students in the more advanced levels (IB and high school elective) 
begin to investigate past, present, and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in producing, 
appreciating, and evaluating these. DIS promotes individual pursuits and group fine arts through drama, 
choir, dance, and international comedy. Recently, DIS partnered with fine arts digital media using virtual 
reality and esports, professionally trained cirque acrobatics and dance in collaboration with Lone Star 
Circus, and showmanship in competitive equestrian.

Music classroom instruction is offered for pre-k through grade 9 students. DIS students explore music 
through singing, dancing, and percussion; watch great performances of musicians in operas, ballets, 
and concert videos; meet real musicians in the DFW metroplex through guest artists; are taught practical 
written and aural music theory; and can learn applied music skills through guitar lab. DIS students can 
also take after-school classes in art, music, theatre and enroll in private music lessons for strings, piano 
and guitar.
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ATHLETICS

Dallas International School caters to student athletes with an array of athletic programs and extracurricular 
sports. Athletic team offerings include basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, swimming, tennis, track 
& field, and volleyball.

Dallas International School has been a member of the YMCA, Chamber, and SVAA recreational 
leagues for 15 years and DIS athletes have been a competitive force and winner of several league titles. 
The school is a member of the Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools (TAPPS). Dallas 
International is also members of the Independent Athletic Association (IAA) for Middle School students 
in grades 5-8. Dallas International is also a member of the Junior Independent Athletic Association 
(JIAA) for 3rd -6th grade students.

SCHOOL LIFE

Dallas International School offers a range of before- and after-school programs, student clubs and 
activities, exchange programs, and community engagement opportunities. DIS has a robust student 
exchange program, giving students the opportunity to travel around the globe. As part of this network, DIS 
also welcomes students from other countries to Dallas to study and take part in the school community. 

At Dallas International School, students, teachers, parents, friends, and neighbors all form a close-knit 
international community where each person can contribute to and benefit from the available enrichment 
opportunities. These include participating in the activities offered by the PTO, joining the language 
classes proposed by the Language Institute, or attending the cultural events hosted or sponsored by 
the school.
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CAMPUSES

Dallas International School is located on two campuses in north Dallas. Designed by award winning 
architect Corky Cunningham, the Churchill Campus houses students from pre-K through 4th grade. 
Intimate, modern classrooms surround a courtyard complete with a full basketball court, turf soccer 
field, and play equipment. 

Students in grades 5-12 study at the Waterview Campus in a striking, urban five-story building. Open 
hallways and classrooms occupy floors two through five, while the first floor features a large cafeteria and 
multi-purpose assembly room, which often hosts student performances and engaging guest speakers. 
Outside, students enjoy a full basketball court, a grass track and lots of tables where they can eat lunch 
and socialize. Located directly across from the University of Texas at Dallas, the Waterview campus 
affords DIS students access to the university’s research, fine arts, and athletic facilities.

DALLAS, TEXAS 

The Dallas Ft. Worth Metroplex is a vibrant and dynamic urban center in North Texas. With a popu-
lation of 7.6 million, Dallas is the most populous city in the Southern United States and the fourth-largest 
in the U.S.  It is home to lively, safe, and diverse neighborhoods, a thriving culinary scene, leading 
art museums, more than 400 parks, five professional sports teams, and 24 Fortune 500 companies. 
Over 41 colleges and universities are located within its metropolitan area, which is the most of any 
metropolitan area in Texas. Dallas is an affordable and pleasant place to live; the medi-an home value 
in Dallas is $297,044. Additionally, there is no state income tax. 
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Dallas is the center of the North Texas region’s art scene. The Arts District in downtown Dallas is 
home to several arts venues, including the Dallas Museum of Art, the Morton H. Meyerson Sym-phony 
Center, The Trammell & Margaret Crow Collection of Asian Art and the Nasher Sculpture Center. The 
Arts District represents six different Pritzker Prize-winning architects all within an areas smaller than a 
square mile. Dallas is also home to more than 160 miles of the most beautiful and diverse urban hike 
and bike trails in the country, connecting different communities, providing al-ternative transportation 
corridors and recreational amenities for Dallas residents. 

Two commercial airports serve Dallas: Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport and Dallas Love Field. 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) is the Dallas-area public transportation authority that provides rail, 
buses and HOV lanes to commuters. DART began operating the first light rail system in Texas in 1996, 
and it is now the largest operator of light rail in the US. Today, the system is the seventh-busiest light 
rail system in the country with approximately 55 stations on 72 miles of light rail, and 10 stations on 35 
miles of commuter rail.

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 

As Dallas International School celebrates its 30th anniversary, the DIS Board is launching the search 
for its next Head of School. Dallas International seeks an educational leader who has demonstrated 
the ability to make a mark on educational communities through their intellect, work ethic, and 
communication skills, an inspirational figure, and an educator who models the intercultural and global 
perspectives and abilities that DIS seeks to instill in its students.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FunbUCT5FEo&feature=youtu.be


Before formally initiating their work in July of 2023, the Head of School will have the opportunity to 
onboard and work collaboratively during the 2022/23 Academic Year with DIS’s talented and highly 
respected Interim Head of School, the School’s senior leadership team, and its Board leadership.  
The Dallas International School Headship provides a unique opportunity for a talented leader and 
educator to grow and develop a school community with boundless potential.  In doing so, they will 
capitalize on the following opportunities and challenges:
 
• Articulate and commit to a clearly defined school identity to aid internal and external stakeholders in 

having a shared understanding of the school’s mission, its programs, and its unique space within the 
DFW educational landscape;

• Develop strategic and operational plans to see the school through the next five years and beyond and 
move the school from a reactive to a proactive posture;   

• Build more significant connection between the academic programs and faculties (across programs 
and campuses) to create community cohesion, yield a consistent experience for students and parents, 
and find efficiencies that support fiscal realities;

• Grow the strategic partnership with University of Texas at Dallas to provide more opportunities for our 
Waterview Campus students and advanced training for our teachers; 

• Bring greater attention and success to marketing/communication, development and constituent 
relations, and enrollment programs (including attracting new students and families as well as retaining 
current school families);    

• Address the significant difference in the facilities – quality and personality – between the two campuses 
and continue exploring creative solutions to fulfill the additional facility needs for both campuses; 

• Grow a more robust non-academic program for students across Maternelle-12th grade to add 
dimension to the student experience;     

• Manage the two campuses with equal attention, recognizing that their strengths and needs are quite 
different, and develop the 13 raw acres owned by DIS that are adjacent to the Waterview campus.
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DESIRED QUALITIES AND QUALIFICATIONS 

• Ability to lead and collaborate a multicultural, multilingual, and diverse socio-economic community 
in order to enrich three academic curricular tracks (FB, IB, and American) for a student body that is  
predominantly American, but is also one-fourth francophone; 

• An inspirational leader, a talented and devoted relationship builder with hard and soft skills in empathy, 
customer service, verbal and non-verbal communication practices, skilled team building through 
management of administrators, faculty, and staff, and a strong collaborator for Board members and 
city-wide community networking;

• A cultivator of institutional vision and direction who is equally adept at managing the execution of 
strategic plan in collaboration with the Board of Directors and operational plans with the school’s 
leadership team;

• Significant skill in fundraising, enrollment management, and community relations, including the 
development of private/public partnerships;

• Strong financial acumen; 
• Exceptional judgement in assessing talent and the ability to recruit faculty and staff who can skillfully 

develop and teach rigorous and differentiated curricula and ably work with DIS’s students with a focus 
on developing and supporting intellectual curiosity, agency, and passion;  

• Culturally sophisticated and confident, charismatic and persuasive, respectful of individuals and 
international norms, trustworthy, and positively energetic; 

• Exceptional interpersonal and communication skills, including strong, active listening, one-on-one, 
small group and public speaking, and informal and formal writing;     

• Fluency in spoken and written English required; fluency in French or minimally one other language 
strongly preferred, but not required. 
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TO APPLY

Interested and qualified candidates are invited to contact the consultants in confidence. Candidates will 
ultimately need to submit the following materials as separate PDF documents:
 
• A cover letter expressing interest in this position;
• A current résumé;
• A list of five references, including name, relationship, phone number, and email address of each 

(references will be contacted only with the candidate’s permission) to:

Art Charles 
Senior Consultant 
art.charles@carneysandoe.com 

Chris Boyle 
Search Consultant 
chris.boyle@carneysandoe.com 

Karen Neitzel, Ed.D 
Search Consultant 
karen.neitzel@carneysandoe.com 
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