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OVERVIEW

For more than 140 years, Edgewood High School of the Sacred Heart has served the Madison, 
Wisconsin community as a premier co-educational college preparatory school serving grades 9-12. 
As a private, inclusive, Catholic school in the Sinsinawa Dominican educational tradition, the school 
provides a rigorous curriculum steeped in faith and values, co-curricular activities to satisfy every 
student’s interests, and a commitment to educate the whole student for a lifetime of learning, service, 
and personal responsibility. 

Edgewood families hail from neighborhoods throughout Dane County and from more than 70 
surrounding middle schools. The diverse and inclusive student body welcomes students from all 
religious backgrounds and respects individualized identities and experiences. 

Edgewood seeks a dynamic spiritual leader as its next President, starting July 2022. The successful 
candidate will be a highly experienced leader devoted to the school’s mission and programs. 
The President is responsible for fostering a climate of excellence and ethical growth among students, 
faculty, and staff.  This is an exceptional opportunity to lead a forward-thinking school with deep ties to 
its community and an unwavering commitment to its Catholic identity.

Mission
Edgewood, a Catholic high school, educates the whole student for a life of learning, service, 
and personal responsibility through a rigorous academic curriculum that embraces the 
Sinsinawa Dominican values of Truth, Compassion, Justice, Community and Partnership.
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Vision
To provide an exceptional high school experience in an inclusive Dominican Catholic 
community where every student is inspired to study, reflect and take action in pursuit of a 
purposeful life.



SCHOOL HISTORY

Edgewood High School of the Sacred Heart has a long and cherished history at its Madison,
WI location. It has been firmly rooted in the Dominican tradition since 1881 with its beginning as St.
Regina’s Academy, a girls’ school. Following a fire in 1893 that claimed the building that housed the
school, a new building was built and the school reopened as Sacred Heart Academy. The
school grew from there, and a subsequent agreement between city laymen and pastors to establish a
high school to serve both girls and boys established Edgewood High School of the Sacred Heart.

Today the school shares its campus with Edgewood College and Edgewood Campus School, and a
2011 arrangement incorporated each of the schools separately. As a result, Edgewood High School
now owns its portion of the campus and shares other portions (such as the Sonderegger Science
Center). The nature of its founding, both in terms of its Dominican roots and the relationship with the
city, remains a part of the fabric of this school that strives to serve both the high school aged youth
and the city itself.

THE SCHOOL

Edgewood provides a faith-based, inclusive environment where every student is inspired to study, 
reflect, and take action in pursuit of a purposeful life. The school has a clear purpose to serve in 
Madison, a university city that values education and attracts talent from all over the world. Students 
benefit from a dedicated faculty and staff who are passionate about their work and embody “Edgewood 
for Life;” many teachers have taught multiple generations of students in one family, or are, themselves, 
school alumni. The faculty are committed to continuing development of the Edgewood High School’s 
dynamic curriculum which provides extensive college preparation for students, with the opportunity to 
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At a Glance
Founded: 1881

Total students: 527

American students of color: 23%

Total faculty: 49

Faculty with advanced degrees: 78%

Student/teacher ratio: 10:1

Financial aid budget: $800,660

Students receiving aid: 45%

Endowment: $13.7M



learn other skills related to business, technology, and aviation while maintaining an emphasis on its 
core values, as delineated by the Sinsinawa Sisters:

• Truth: To be courageous and attentive in the search for understanding based in Gospel values;
• Compassion: To act with mercy while allowing one’s heart to be touched by the needs of others;
• Justice: To recognize, respect and work to assure the rights of all people;
• Community: To be called to action, recognizing that we are part of something larger than ourselves;
• Partnership: To nurture relationships by engaging in work with others toward common goals.

Students also enjoy numerous athletic, service, artistic, and leadership opportunities as the school 
embraces its mission of educating the “whole student.” 

Rooted in spirituality, Edgewood offers a broad range of religious studies courses and understands 
the importance of ministry programs and retreats that allow the school community to engage in non-
academic, faith-based experiences. An onsite chapel provides a peaceful place for small groups to 
gather in worship. 

Edgewood is built on a foundation of Catholic service in the community. The school instills this value 
in its students, understanding that they will continue to volunteer and impact communities long after 
they have left Edgewood. Students attest that the service they perform expands their understanding 
of others and provides invaluable life lessons. With these benefits, one of Edgewood High School’s 
graduation requirements is 100 hours of service, performed both in and outside of the Edgewood 
community.

Edgewood was the first school in Madison recognized as a “School of Excellence” by the U.S. 
Department of Education; is a member of the National Catholic Education Association; and has been 
fully accredited by the Independent Schools Association of the Central States (“ISACS”) since 2008.
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ACADEMICS

The education at Edgewood focuses on providing a caring and supportive environment that challenges 
students to achieve their full potential. Class sizes are small to ensure individualized attention and 
allows faculty to build meaningful relationships with each student. The comprehensive curriculum offers 
both Advanced Placement and Honors courses and includes required and elective courses in art, 
aviation, business, computers, English, French, history, Latin, mathematics, music, Spanish, public 
speaking/communications, physical education, religious studies, science, and social studies.

Edgewood knows that students, families, and faculty members cannot do it all alone. That’s why they 
offer numerous student services to ensure the success of every child. From tutoring to career exploration 
to counseling, if there’s something a student needs, Edgewood fulfills that need. The Learning Resource 
Center (LRC) provides academic support across the curriculum with the goal of ensuring that students 
reach their greatest scholastic potential. LRC teachers identify individual areas that need attention and 
develop strategies to address those areas. In addition to reinforcing core material, LRC teachers assist 
students in organization of academic materials and time management. The further goal in the LRC is 
to promote student self-confidence and independent learning. LRC teachers encourage students to 
take ownership of their academic lives by teaching the skills needed to be better students, as well as 
encouraging the development of social skills with peers, teachers, and administrators.
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Additionally, each student is assigned a school counselor 
before the start of their freshman year who remains with 
that student throughout their Edgewood experience. 
Counselors partner with students on academic, personal, 
social, emotional, and leadership related topics, focused 
on nurturing individual students’ unique strengths to 
foster personalized growth. A second college/career 
counselor works with students on topics related to career 
exploration, identifying interests and abilities, college/
major exploration—and especially in junior and senior 
year—an individualized plan for identifying and applying 
to colleges that are a specific good fit for each student. 

THE ARTS

The Arts Department at Edgewood High School offers 
visual, performing arts, and non-performance arts learning 
to provide multiple, rich, community-based opportunities 
to learn, create, and explore creativity through the arts. 
Emphasis is placed on basic skills and growth into 
advanced creativity. Students enjoy course offerings 
including drawing, painting, printmaking, photography, 
drama, band, choir, jazz ensemble, and orchestra.

Edgewood High School’s annual Fine Arts Festival offers 
the community an opportunity to recognize and celebrate 
diversity through the arts. The school celebrate by including 
all art forms and bringing all people together through 
the creativity and self-expression shared in making and 
appreciating the arts.
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College Matriculation 
Matriculations for the Classes of 
2018-2021 include the following 
colleges and universities, among 
many:

American University
Amherst College
Boston College
Brandeis University
California Polytechnic Institute
Carnegie Mellon University
Clemson University
Colgate University
Columbia University
Cornell University
Creighton University
Dartmouth College
Duke University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical   
 University
Furman University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Harvard College
Howard University
James Madison University
Lehigh University
Marquette University
Middlebury College
Northwestern University
Oberlin College
Occidental College
Ohio State University
Pepperdine University
Skidmore College
Stanford University
Syracuse University
Tufts University
University of Chicago
University of Notre Dame
University of Southern California
University of Wisconsin - Madison
Vanderbilt University
Washington State University



ATHLETICS

Edgewood’s athletics program is highly ranked on and off the court (and field!). Athletics promote a 
desire to succeed in an environment that fosters healthy competition and camaraderie. The Crusaders 
have earned more than 35 state championships and 100 Badger Conference Championships since 
joining the WIAA in 1999, which is ninth overall in the state. About 75% of students participate in 
athletics developing important skills in teamwork, sportsmanship, and work ethic. Teams include 
baseball, basketball, cross country, dance, Esports, football, golf, hockey, lacrosse, skiing, soccer, 
swimming, tennis, track and field, volleyball, gymnastics, and softball.
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STUDENT LIFE

Spirituality is an important part of Edgewood students’ journey and why Edgewood takes pride in 
fostering personal spiritual growth. In addition to prayer and service, the school offers Religious 
Studies courses, ministry programs, and retreats that allow the school community to engage in non-
academic, faith-based experiences. 

The school is committed to serving the community and has a service requirement designed to help 
students become an active part of the Edgewood legacy. Grounded in its mission, students put into 
practice the values of Truth, Compassion, Justice, Community, and Partnership throughout the year. 
Service is even reflected in the school’s annual homecoming activities (Edgewood in the Community), 
where the entire student body, faculty and staff, and even some parents and alumni head out to more 
than 50 sites in the Madison area for a full day of volunteer service. This special day provides over 
3,000 hours of community service to parks, nursing homes, schools, hospitals, food banks, social 
service programs, and several non-profit agencies. 

Clubs and activities provide students with opportunities to explore their passions, develop self- 
confidence, and make friends. 95 percent of students participate in a club or team where they hone 
important life skills such as leadership, collaboration, and appreciating the strengths and talents 
of others. The list of co-curricular activities includes more than two dozen programs as diverse in 
interests as language, leadership, literary, mathematics, performing arts, political, recreational sports, 
science, service, and social clubs.

CARNEYSANDOE.COM    8



CAMPUS 

Situated on a 55- acre campus along the shore of Lake Wingra on the west side of Madison, the 
picturesque campus is shared with Edgewood Campus School. Students at Edgewood High School 
enjoy access to well-maintained and well-designed campus facilities. The school committed millions of 
dollars in capital improvements to enhance its academic, athletic, and fine arts educational offerings. In 
recent years, Edgewood has undergone renovations to transform the school and the student experience, 
including the most recently opened 465-seat theatre, McKinley Performing Arts Center, consisting of 
state-of-the-art classrooms and rehearsal spaces. 

Students also benefit from a cutting-edge biology, chemistry, and physics lab, Gordon Flesch Technology 
Center, expansive library, and a Learning Resource Center. Outside of the classroom, students enjoy 
renovated athletic facilities including the Earl J. Wilke Gymnasium, the Lance Johnson Strength and 
Conditioning Facility, Krantz Center Gym and training room, engineered track and field competitive 
running surface, competition-sized pool, and a new dance studio. 
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MADISON, WISCONSIN

Edgewood is located in picturesque Madison, Wisconsin; a vibrant cultural hub of art, music, food, 
and beer and ranked fifth in Livability’s list of best food cities for its collection of renowned chefs, top 
restaurants, and food cooperatives and festivals. With a population just over 250,000, the small city is 
rich in history and economic centers including  the state capital, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Madison College, and growing technology and research companies.

Madison is a rare combination of thriving businesses, progressive government, rich culture, and 
advanced education - all in a setting of rare natural beauty. Surrounded by five lakes, laced with bike 
trails, and enlivened with  parks and green spaces, the area offers countless opportunities to enjoy a 
balanced lifestyle in a dynamic Midwestern city, with the ability to easily enjoy the arts, sporting events, 
boating and water sports on the lakes, hiking, biking, and skiing on the many trails, and camping in 
a multitude of pristine state parks around the city and the region. Combine these factors with clean 
air, abundant green space, superior educational and healthcare facilities, and engaged communities, 
Madison is a great place to live and work.
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Edgewood High School is the largest Catholic High School in the area and is the only one sponsored by 
a religious order.  This fact requires that the new President needs to be a visible, strategic and relational 
member of the greater community in order to communicate the value proposition of an Edgewood High 
School experience.  Some specific opportunities and challenges include:

• Marketing the school and its superior programs with a mission-driven message;
• Creating collaborative and functional relationships among all area schools but most importantly with 

Edgewood Campus School and Edgewood College;
• Re-engaging the alumni community in school life;
• Developing strategic initiatives with the Board to create vision for the next chapter of excellence;
• Building an advancement and admissions team to support the President’s fundraising efforts;
• Continuing to cultivate a strong relationship with the Diocese. 
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DESIRED QUALITIES AND QUALIFICATIONS

The next President needs to be a practicing Catholic who has a proven belief in and a commitment to 
Catholic education.  Other qualities include: 

• A faith-filled entrepreneurial and innovative leader who can set a vision, inspire faculty and relate 
positively with the members of the Board;

• An approachable leader who is in touch with the unique needs of the school;
• A highly relational community builder; 
• An exceptional communicator with excellent change management skills;
• A leader who has curiosity and a proven commitment to daily, lifelong learning;  
• A positive, enthusiastic, and collaborative team-builder;
• A fundraiser, friend-raiser, and institution-builder.
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TO APPLY

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one email and as separate documents 
(preferably PDFs) the following materials:

• A cover letter expressing their interest in this particular position;
• A current résumé;
• A one- to two-page statement of educational or leadership philosophy and practice;
• A list of five professional references with name, phone number, and email address of each (references 

will not be contacted without the candidate’s permission) to:

Karen Neitzel
Search Consultant
Karen.neitzel@carneysandoe.com

Barbara Daush
Search Consultant
Barbara.daush@carenysandoe.com


