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THE POSITION

For the position of Head of School, the Lycée Français de New York seeks an outstanding bilingual 
leader who embraces the culture and values of the institution, possesses a deep understanding of and 
appreciation for both French and American cultures and education, motivates and inspires a talented 
and diverse executive team of educators and staff, and advances a dynamic and forward-looking vision 
for the school. The next Head will be an effective leader and team player, ready to advance the mission 
of the school.

In the last decade, significant changes have been implemented at the Lycée, with innovations in 
student-centered learning, changes in faculty roles and responsibilities, the opening and the acquiring 
of additional facilities, and the adoption of new technologies and methods of teaching and learning. It 
will be the task of the next Head, working with a dedicated executive team and a proactive Board of 
Trustees, to develop and lead the strategic vision for the Lycée. 

The next Head will promote the school’s distinct qualities among New York City’s leading independent 
schools, its mosaic of vibrant cultures and values, the excellence of its faculty, its unique student body, 
its capacity for innovation, and its reputation for excellence. The next Head will actively support ongoing 
advancement and fundraising, serve as a leader in the areas of teaching and learning and be a warm, 
personable, and communicative figure in the daily life of the school.
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MISSION OF THE LYCÉE AND VALUES

Citizens of Culture and Courage
Committed to bilingual French and American education of the highest standard, our mission is to 
prepare students of many origins to be thinkers, innovators, and leaders, at home in the world.

We inspire and encourage each student to excel and seek academic and personal challenge, to 
discover interests and fulfill talents, to embrace diversity and build community, to uphold integrity and 
contribute to making a difference.

The Lycée Français de New York welcomes students from around the world, of every race, ethnicity, 
religion, socio-economic background, gender identity and sexual orientation. Consistent with its mission 
to embrace diversity, our school strives to build a community of teaching and learning that is inclusive, 
culturally sensitive and equitable, and in which all feel a strong belonging in the pursuit of educational 
excellence. The Board recognizes and embraces our mosaic of differences and is committed to 
eradicating racism, and to building an empathetic anti-racist community free of prejudice and bias 
of any kind, in partnership with all stakeholders: the students, the parents, the faculty, the staff, the 
administration and alumni.
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SCHOOL HISTORY

Founded in 1935, the Lycée Français de New York originally offered only high school education primarily 
to children of French expatriates on the model of French secondary schools (ergo, the designation as 
a “lycée”). After WWII and through the 1960’s and 1970’s, the school expanded to include a middle 
school and a primary school located with the upper school in six townhouses spread across more than 
20 blocks on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. During this period, the school’s enrollment increased to 
over 900, representing over 40 nationalities.

In the late 1990’s, a dynamic and forward-thinking group of parents led an initiative to reposition the 
school and reform the governance and leadership that had been in effect for over thirty years. This 
effort led to the hiring of a new Head of School, the design of a new school, the divestment of the six 
townhouses, the raising of $100 million of municipal debt and a revamping of governance. In September 
2003, the Lycée moved to its new purpose-built single campus, several blocks east of the original 
location.

From 2003 through 2019, facing increased demand the school’s enrollment grew to reach more than 
1,300 students. With its facilities at full capacity and the will to adapt teaching and learning to fulfill its 
mission and educational goals, the Lycée opened its contiguous York Wing addition in September 2016. 
In December 2020, the Lycée acquired a contiguous corner building with the intention of developing it 
in the future. 

The Lycée has a large, albeit far-flung, alumni base. The school has a growing number of multi-
generational New York-based families, in which current students have parents and grandparents who 
are alumni. A very significant proportion of each graduating class are “fidèles,” i.e. students who have 
been at the school since early Primary.
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RESILIENCE, ADAPTABILITY AND SOLIDARITY

The Lycée’s faculty, staff and students responded with admirable resiliency, adaptability and solidarity to 
ensure the continuity of teaching and learning during the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic. All rose to 
the many challenges of adapting teaching methods, schedules and classroom interactions, and minimizing 
as much as possible the disruptions brought about by the pandemic during two consecutive school years. 

Beginning as early as 2013, the Lycée began investing in and expanding its Digital Learning Program 
and methods and digitizing its administrative operations. These investments allowed the Lycée to quickly 
establish a robust “Online Lycée” platform as early as January 2020, and thereby allowed the transition 
to remote learning within days of the city-wide shutdown in March 2020. Faculty deployed remarkable 
efforts to switch to distance learning, which remained in place for all students from Nursery through Grade 
12 until the end of that academic year. The following school year, the Lycée was one of the first schools 
in NYC to reopen its buildings in August 2020 and pivoted to a hybrid in-person/online model for all 15 
grades. 

The Lycée continued to build on these technological advances to support a full in-person return of faculty, 
staff, and students for the current school year. Going forward, pedagogical innovation, driven by new 
technology and learning tools, will undoubtedly continue to be of primary importance to the Lycée’s 
programs, the student experience and the professional development of both faculty and staff. 
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SCHOOL OVERVIEW

The Lycée Français de New York is a world-renowned bilingual independent school with an academically 
demanding, pluricultural program unique in New York City. Accredited by both the New York State 
Association of Independent Schools (NYSAIS) and the French Ministry of Education, the school 
curriculum and community life adeptly blend American and French educational philosophies in a spirit of 
joy, innovation, rigor and excellence. The school now enrolls 1,200 students in grades Nursery through 
12, and has approximately 260 employees, 146 of whom are faculty. 

Within a large francophone community, the Lycée has over 55 nationalities represented in the student 
population, united in a spirit of inclusiveness and enthusiasm. Students, faculty and parents report a 
sense of belonging and pride in being part of the Lycée.

The Lycée Français de New York employs about 260 full-time faculty and staff, who much like its 
student body, hail from a wide range of nationalities and backgrounds, and are largely French and/or 
English speaking. Of the 146 faculty, a majority have US citizenship or permanent resident status. The 
balance hold work visas allowing them to remain for up to six years. 

Each year, the Lycée recruits new members of faculty, both locally and originating from the French 
national education system. With more faculty seeking to remain at the Lycée, the number of new 
teachers hired each year in France is currently at an historical low. All faculty enter into a one-year 
contract with the school, which is subject to renewal each February. The Head actively participates in 
the recruitment of new French and local faculty. 

CARNEYSANDOE.COM  6



The Lycée’s revenues consist entirely of tuition fees from families and fundraising within the community. 
The school receives no funding from the French government. Over the last several years, tuition fees have 
increased markedly, as the school has faced rising instructional costs as a corollary of the implementation 
of new methods of teaching and learning and the rising expectations of students and parents. Tuition for 
2022-23 is set at $43,000.

Committed to fostering a mixed socio-economic community of families, the Lycée has rapidly grown its 
financial aid budget, which has significantly outpaced the rate of tuition increases over the last ten years. 
In 2020-21, 221 students received financial aid directly from the Lycée representing 17% of enrolled 
students. The school’s financial aid budget, which is not expected to rise in the future as dramatically as 
in the recent past, is heavily reliant upon extensive fundraising from families and donors, similar to other 
independent schools in New York. 

The Lycée benefits from a strong balance sheet and a balanced budget. The school’s initial $100 million 
indebtedness to acquire and build its facility in 2002 has been significantly amortized and now stands 
at $64,000,000. Over the last decade, the Lycée has built up a significant endowment, invested in cash 
and securities, which is overseen by the Investment Committee of the Board. The Lycée annually invests 
in the upkeep and improvement of its facilities and, has invested over $60 million in the acquisition and 
build-out of new contiguous facilities in the last 10 years. 
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GOVERNANCE

As a member of the New York Association of Independent Schools (NYSAIS) and chartered in the State 
of New York, the Lycée operates as a private, not-for-profit institution. The school’s fundamental tenet is 
that solely the welfare of its students and their families guides the decisions of the Board of Trustees, the 
school’s ultimate governing body. 

The Board of Trustees plays a dynamic role in the affairs of the school. The Board currently consists of      
23 Trustees, including the Head of School and two co-chairs of the Parents’ Association as ex-officio 
non-voting members. The 20 voting Trustees include parents, former parents, alumni and non-affiliated 
members involved in education, all of whom are actively engaged. Trustees are recruited based upon 
their individual and professional qualifications and their willingness to commit significant time and effort 
to school affairs. Trustees have term limits of 12 years. Although the Board seeks to actively recruit new 
Trustees to ensure its renewal, a majority of the current Trustees have more than five years of service, 
providing stability and continuity. 

The Board and its Committees, chiefly among which the Executive Committee, Finance Committee and 
Nominating and Governance Committee, exercise broad oversight and stewardship over the school’s 
mission, strategy and budget. The Head of School and the Trustees enjoy frequent interactions during 
Board and Committee meetings, as well as socially through individual and community gatherings. The 
Head and the Board Chair have a close working relationship and collaborate on all matters of importance 
to the school, and the Head can rely on the Chair for counsel, guidance and support. 

Board meetings, Committee meetings, annual Board retreats and their preparation are central to the 
school’s governance. Over the last several years, the Board has been actively engaged in developing 
and supporting the Head and the executive team in setting the school’s strategic vision and deploying 
the needed resources. The close collaboration between the Board and the Head has been an important 
element in the success of the school.
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PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

The Parents’ Association of the Lycée (APL) works closely with the Board, as partners to promote 
communication and understanding between families and the school. Operating under the Lycée’s legal 
framework, all parents/guardians pay annual dues and are members of the APL. 

All APL activities are coordinated through its Executive Committee, a group of 12 to 18 volunteers 
representing parents from all school levels, who commit to a two-year term of service. They rely upon the 
support of 120 Parent Delegates.

The primary goals of the APL are to support the Lycée in the pursuit of its educational objectives for its 
students, to support family well-being, and to facilitate a sense of community and cooperation between 
the Lycée families and the school.

ACADEMICS

The hallmark of the Lycée’s academic program is its unique bilingual and pluricultural approach. Building 
on both American and French educational underpinnings, the school offers a challenging course of study 
and spirit of intellectual inquiry that foster civic and cultural growth alongside academic achievement. The 
school draws on a paradigm of independent thinking, applied learning and ethical values to promote a 
lifetime of engagement and learning.

Across grade levels, the school embraces new teaching and learning tools and skills and digital literacy, 
goals that are embodied by shared learning environments. Faculty members are working across disciplines 
to maximize the teaching and learning opportunities in a state-of-the-art Media Lab and Maker Space, for 
example. With robust offerings in STEM subjects, project-based learning and the arts (including its vibrant 
artist-in-residence program), the Lycée helps students develop pragmatism, ingenuity and passion that will 
serve them well in their post-secondary education and beyond.

As part of its roadmap, the Lycée has strengthened its focus on student well-being and development, including 
a restructuring of the Secondary School. It has implemented the newly reinvented French Baccalaureate 
program and engaged the entire community on the critical issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion.
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Primary
Beginning in the early childhood program, with our “petite section”, the Lycée draws on students’ energy 
and enthusiasm to build academic and social skills that will prepare them to grow and learn. From the 
moment children walk through the door, they are immersed in an authentically bilingual environment: 
in the Maternelle/Preschool years (Nursery, Pre-K and K), instruction takes place in both French and 
English, in equal proportions. 

At the Maternelle level, the school’s youngest students practice the social skills that will allow them to 
become compassionate and productive members of a classroom community. Every student benefits 
from a social and emotional learning curriculum that is implemented throughout Primary. They interact 
with peers and adults in both free and guided activities that provide language-rich experiences drawn 
from French and American cultures, benefiting from class sizes of around twenty students, under the 
supervision of two full-time teachers.

As they continue through the Elementary program, students become more autonomous, learning to ask 
and answer questions as they master reading, writing and speaking in French and English, along with 
foundational mathematical skills. Across the early Elementary grades, students explore history and civics 
through activities that instill openness and understanding, express themselves through art and music 
and experiment with scientific concepts. Through arranged workshops with Secondary students, younger 
children have the opportunity to interact with their older peers.

In the final three years of Elementary education, students begin to prepare for their transition to middle 
school, studying core subjects including French, English, mathematics, literature, geography, history 
and science. Increased use of technology dovetails with students’ growing sense of independence and 
responsibility, and in all areas of study, faculty endeavor to instill in students a capacity for reflection and 
creativity that readies them for the increased academic and social demands of the Secondary program.
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Secondary
Secondary learning at the Lycée is notable for its emphasis on creative thinking across disciplines and 
the more recently introduced project-based learning. Mastery of both French and English is integral to 
the program, with students honing writing and oral presentation skills and practicing literary interpretation. 
In addition, Secondary students acquire a third language: beginning in sixth grade, Spanish, Mandarin, 
Italian, German and Arabic are offered. History and geography further students’ independent thinking 
and cultural competence, with faculty taking advantage of both New York City and the school’s unique 
connection to the broader world to design meaningful learning experiences. The school also emphasizes 
music, the visual and performing arts, and physical education as an integral part of a well-rounded 
curriculum.

The study of STEAM subjects is deeply enriched by the intersection of the French and American educational 
experiences. The mathematics faculty closely follows French standards, while incorporating American 
modes of problem-solving; in the sciences, students are exposed to an approach to experimentation 
that allows them to hone critical thinking skills. Across the board, individualized learning is facilitated by 
committed faculty who truly care about each student’s progress and growth.

Student leadership has been a recent focus in Secondary. Through a project-based parcours required 
from Grade 6-8 and a social entrepreneurship course required as part of the Grade 9 curriculum, the 
school aims to tap into each student’s capacity to take initiative in their own lives, as well as in service to 
others. Culminating in a social entrepreneurship startup weekend, the course is designed to cultivate the 
personal characteristics and skills students need to become effective contributing citizens.

To further support each individual student on her/his educational path, the Lycée has created and 
implemented a robust advisory program which is tailored to meet student needs based on their ages and 
maturity levels. The advisors, who are teachers across all disciplines in the Secondary, become mentors 
and guides of small groups of students from Grade 6 through Grade 12.



Throughout each grade, the Lycée employs the base curriculum set by the French Ministry of Education, 
preparing students for performances on the French Baccalauréat examination which are among the highest 
of any French Baccalauréat school in the world. Students also earn a New York State high school diploma 
after Grade 11, a testament to the demands of the academic program. Recent changes to the structure 
of the French Baccalauréat, now centered around a common core of subjects with a wide selection of 
spécialités offered by the Lycée, give students more flexibility and greater ability to choose their areas of 
interest and emphasis. Advanced Placement (AP) classes are offered, and students may elect course 
concentrations that align with standards of the new Baccalauréat Francais International (BFI).

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

The Lycée’s mission, to graduate, “Citizens of Culture and Courage,” is foundational to fostering a learning 
environment where all students are guided to achieve their full potential. Led by the Head of School, 
a core team of faculty and staff guide the school’s DEI efforts with a focus on student experiences, 
curriculum, incident reporting, and research and development, including professional development and 
training. Partnerships with experts and thought leaders, and events organized by the Cultural Center, 
bring cross-cultural perspectives to the work for faculty, staff and students. Faculty advisors guide student 
DEI activities, including affinity groups. 
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POST-LYCÉE STUDIES

The Lycée’s College Counseling Office is currently a team of five full-time professionals, with robust 
experience in guiding and placing students in the most competitive colleges and universities in North 
America and Europe. The school connects with 100+ colleges to the Lycée each year and regularly visits 
schools in North America, France, the United Kingdom and beyond to stay abreast of trends in college 
admissions and to help universities understand the Lycée and the unique profile of our students. Three 
of the five team members previously worked in North American college admissions and bring extensive 
knowledge of admissions from the inside perspective.

Each year, the vast majority of Lycée graduates will matriculate (72% in 2021) to top colleges in the United 
States and Canada. Significant to our student population, the team is also well-versed in higher education 
in France, and in the global landscape of colleges; they have the flexibility and in-depth knowledge to guide 
students where they will thrive. The matriculation of Lycée students in colleges and universities across 
the world reflects the diversity of the student body and is a testament to the breadth and depth of the 
resources and skills of the College Counseling Office. The Lycée enjoys among colleges a tremendous 
reputation for academic rigor, internationalism and innovation. 

SPORTS

In Primary, sports play a role in the school’s educational core, stimulating the physical, cognitive, and 
social development of students while fostering important lessons in respect, perseverance, leadership, 
and teamwork. Students develop fine motor skills while learning the basics of individual and team play. 

In addition to phys-ed classes in Secondary, more than 400 students participate in over 40 competitive 
athletic teams which continue to win championships. Students can choose to play soccer, volleyball, 
cross country, basketball, swimming, gymnastics, indoor and outdoor track, squash, or tennis. Many 
coaches are former professional athletes with significant experience. The school is a member of the 
Athletic Conference of Independent Schools, Independent School Athletic League, and New York City 
Athletic League. 
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SCHOOL LIFE

Student agency and the ability of students to develop as well-rounded, intellectually curious, responsible 
citizens and lifetime learners is critical to the school’s mission and values. 

Realizing that learning and growth take place well beyond the classroom, the school provides a broad 
selection of after-school clubs and activities. Even beyond the areas of academics, arts and athletics, 
students at the Lycée may deepen their personal interests and skills, and they are encouraged to grow 
and thrive as individuals. Sports club offerings include swimming, fitness, martial arts, fencing, and more. 
For students who wish to pursue their musical talents, chorus, musical theater, band and orchestra offer 
ensembles and instruction to students of all levels. Participants also perform at concerts and special 
events throughout the year. Additionally, a variety of science, art and other special interest clubs are 
available to students in primary and secondary. Selections include Coding and Robotics, Science, Cooking, 
Introduction to Arabic and Mandarin, Graphic Design, Economics Club, Harvard Model Congress, Debate, 
The Fridge (the Lycée’s award-winning literary magazine), Le Lynx (student online and print newspaper) 
and more. Students are also given the opportunity to develop their leadership skills through Student 
Council and many other student-led organizations and affinity groups throughout the school.
 
Outside the routine of the school day, special events further enhance the experience of being part of the 
community, for students, staff and parents alike. Throughout the year, the Lycée’s Cultural Center is host to 
a variety of programs tied to French and Francophone culture, including panel discussions, films, concerts 
and theatre. In addition, seasonal events such as the Annual Gala and Spring Fair provide opportunities for 
the community to come together and celebrate the school, while also accomplishing important fundraising 
goals. The Winter Skating Party is another one of the school’s most beloved traditions.
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PHYSICAL CAMPUS

The state-of-the-art facilities, completed in 2003, occupy a single campus on the Upper East Side of 
Manhattan. Designed by Polshek Partnership (currently Ennead Architects), the 177,000 sf school includes 
classrooms, libraries, gymnasiums, a cafeteria and an auditorium. At the entry level, the community 
can gather in a commons opposite the central lobby for a variety of functions, from cafeteria to group 
meeting space. The 354-seat state-of-the-art auditorium (recently upgraded to exceptional audio and 
video standards) offers a unique and inviting venue that hosts student performing arts events, as well as 
outside presentations and performances by the Cultural Center.

The Lycée’s emphasis on digital literacy and technology integration is evident in its physical structures. 
The school is fully wireless, and faculty members are trained to integrate SmartBoards in their teaching. 
Committed to remaining at the leading edge of technology, the Lycée is also certified for LEED-EBOM to 
maximize efficiency and minimize environmental impact. 

The campus has been enhanced by the opening in 2016 of the 19,000-square-foot York Wing, a beautifully 
designed, sustainably constructed building completed in the fall of 2016. Teaching and learning are at the 
center of every aspect of the design, with an eye for actively preparing students to live and work in an ever-
changing world. The York Wing features large and flexible classroom spaces that support an increased 
emphasis on interdisciplinary, project-based learning and differentiated instruction. As a result of the new 
facility, the Lycée has non-classroom spaces for students to study in groups and for faculty members to 
collaborate; movement and performance spaces for use at both the Primary and Secondary levels; a new 
media lab; and a state-of-the-art makerspace in which students have already begun to experiment with 
new technologies such as 3-D printers and laser cutters.

The Lycée’s recent acquisition of a corner building on York Avenue and East 75th Street, contiguous 
to both the York Wing and the school’s entrance on East 75th Street, offers a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to enlarge its footprint and allow for the school’s future development.



HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE NEXT HEAD OF SCHOOL

The next Head of School will lead an exceptional institution and community, and will arrive in 2023 at a 
particularly exciting and promising time. The key highlights of the Head of School position at the Lycée 
Français de New York include:
• Developing and implementing, in conjunction with a dedicated, forward-looking Board, a strategic plan 

establishing the Lycée’s priorities over the first 5 years of tenure;
• Working with a talented and driven executive team to provide students with an inspiring innovative, 

purposeful education throughout their years at the Lycée;
• Committing to student-centered learning with a focus on developing 21st century competencies, 

promoting self-directed learning and nurturing student agency in the spirit of the mission to educate 
Citizens of Culture and Courage;

• Leading and motivating an excellent multinational and multicultural faculty through recruitment, support 
and extensive professional development; and 

• Endeavoring to preserve the Lycée as a place for students from mixed socio-economic backgrounds 
and increase the diversity of families and personnel.
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DESIRED QUALITIES OF THE NEXT HEAD OF SCHOOL

Strong candidates for this position will demonstrate in these main areas:
• The ability to communicate orally and in writing, fluidly and interchangeably, at a high level of proficiency, 

in the French and English languages;
• A thorough understanding of and practical experience with the French educational system, and in 

particular the French Baccalaureate; 
• A deep appreciation of and ability to navigate within different cultures, including French and American 

cultures;
• An attentive and caring instructional leader and pedagogue who is knowledgeable about and has 

conviction in student-centered learning and teaching;
• A commitment to academic excellence and readiness to uphold high academic standards; and
• Proven leadership abilities and achievements in a multilingual educational setting of the highest caliber.

TO APPLY

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one email and as separate documents 
(preferably PDFs) the following materials:
• A cover letter expressing their interest in this position
• A current résumé
• A one-page statement of educational philosophy and practice
• A list of five (5) professional references with name, phone number and email address of each to:

Deb Welch, Ph.D.
Search Consultant
deb.welch@carneysandoe.com

Bruce Dennis
Search Consultant
bruce.dennis@carneysandoe.com
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